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Check List of ‘Leaf Books’ 
By john Borden, David Magee €§ Duncan Olmsted 


[ContinuED FRomM Summe_r IssvE| 


1527 
37. A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND WORK OF WYNKYN DE 
WORDE, WITH A LEAF FROM THE GOLDEN LEGEND printed by 
him... 1527. Text compiled by Robert Grabhorn. 36 pp. 
13% x 9%, brown, black and white decorated boards, brown 
linen back. 375 copies printed for ‘The Book Club of Cali- 
fornia at the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1949. 


1539-1640 
38. A DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT BIBLE, 1539, AND THE SIX EDI- 
TIONS OF CRANMER’S BIBLE, 1540 AND 1541, printed by Grafton 
and Whitchurch; also of the editions in large folio of the 
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Authorized Version of the Holy Scriptures, printed in the 
years 1611, 1613, 1617, 1634, 1640. By Francis Fry, F. 5. A. 
With an original leaf of each of the editions described. 62 pp. 
1614 x 1034, plus 51 plates, 2 tables (1 folded) and 14 original 
leaves, red cloth boards. (One copy noted printed on vellum.) 
London: Willis and Sotheran; Bristol, Lasbury, 1865. 


1550 
THE SPIDER AND THE FLIE, WITH AN ORIGINAL LEAF FROM THE 
EDITION OF 1556. 16 pp. 714 x 514, marbled paper wrappers. 
55 copies printed for David Magee at the Grabhorn Press, 
San Francisco, 1939. 


1574 


A LEAF FROM QUEEN ELIZABETH’S PRAYER BOOK, 1574. Some 
Words About a Leaf, by Paul Jordan Smith. 4 pp. French 
fold, 9 x 6. 125 copies printed for Jake Zeitlin Inc., by the 
Ward Ritchie Press, Los Angeles, 1938. 


1594-1606 


- AN ORIGINAL LEAF FROM THE WHOLE BOOKE OF PSALMES, 


COLLECTED INTO ENGLISH MEETER, KNOWN AS THE PSALTER OF 
THE PILGRIM FATHERS. With an historical note concerning it 
by the Rev. Edwin A. R. Rumball-Petre. 4 pp. French fold, 
11 x 8%. 312 copies, each with an original leaf from ancient 
Psalters printed in London between 1594 and 1606, printed 
by Pakenham and Dowling, New York, 1935. 


16th century 
WOODCUTS FROM BOOKS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, FROM 
GERMAN, SWISS, DUTCH, FRENCH, SPANISH AND ITALIAN PRESSES, 
with an introduction by Max Geisberg. 100 original leaves, 
each leaf matted with small descriptive label. Text separate, 
50 pp. 20% inches. Enclosed in linen covered case. Olten, 
Switzerland, 1939. 


16th century 
A MONOGRAPH ON THE ITALIAN CHOIR BOOK by H. C. Schulz, 
with an original illuminated initial from an Italian Gradual 
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of the 16th century. 32 pp. 1514 x 11, red cloth and tan linen 
boards. 75 copies printed for David Magee at the Grabhorn 
Press, San Francisco, 1941. (Of the 75 copies, there were 27 
with extra ornamental leaves.) 


16th—2oth centuries 
PRINTED PAGES FROM ENGLISH LITERATURE. A portfolio of 
original leaves taken from notable books of English Litera- 
ture. Each leaf loose in a folder 121% x 9%. 20 folders of 
leaves dating from the 16th to the 2oth centuries. 200 copies 
printed for ‘The Foliophiles, Inc., New York, 1925. 


1611 

THE MAKING OF THE KING JAMES BIBLE, a Monograph, with 
Comparisons from the Bishops Bible and the Manuscript 
Annotations of 1602, with an original leaf from the great 
“She” Bible of 1611, by Edwin Elliott Willoughby. 56 pp. 
1534 x 10%, gray boards with gray linen back. 290 copies 
printed for Dawson’s Book Shop at ‘The Plantin Press, Los 
Angeles, 1956. 


1611 

A LEAF FROM THE I6I11 KING JAMES BIBLE, with ‘Ihe Noblest 
Monument of English Prose’? by John Livingston Lowes and 
‘The Printing of the King James Bible” by Louis I. Newman. 
36 pp. 15% x 1034, gray boards with tan cloth back. 265 
regular copies, each with a leaf; 35 special copies, each with a 
leaf opening a book of the Bible. Printed for The Book Club 
of California at the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1937. 


1623-1685 

ORIGINAL LEAVES FROM THE FIRST FOUR FOLIOS OF THE PLAYS 
OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, 1623, 1632, 1663, 1685. 38 pp. 
14% x 934, brown boards with red niger back. 65 regular 
copies on Whatman paper. 8 special copies printed on vellum, 
full black niger, the original leaves consisting of title pages to 
the various plays. Printed for David Magee at the Grabhorn 
Press, San Francisco, 1935. 
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1639-1729 
AMERICAN BIBLIOGRAPHY, 1639-1729, by Charles Evans, illus- 
trated with 59 original leaves from early American books and 
with an historical notice of the author and his work, by 
Lawrence C. Wroth. 476 pp. 11 inches, half red morocco. 40 
copies printed for C. E. Goodspeed & Co., Boston, 1943. 


1640 
A LEAF FROM THE HOLY BIBLE PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1640. 4 
page folder. Printed for Harold N. Mariett, 1934. (Not seen.) 


1663 

THE FIRST AMERICAN BIBLE. A leaf from a copy of the Bible 
translated into the Indian language by John Eliot and printed 
at Cambridge in New England in the year 1663. With an 
account of the translator and his labors, and of the two 
printers who produced the book, by George Parker Winship. 
30 pp. 734 x 534, blue cloth boards. 157 copies printed for 
Charles E. Goodspeed and Company by D. B. Updike at the 
Merrymount Press, Boston, 1929. 


1678 


. ALAS ALL’S VANITY, or a leaf from the first American edition 


of Several Poems by Anne Bradstreet printed at Boston, anno 
1678. With an essay by George Frisbie Whicher. 52 pp. 6x 9, 
marbled boards with red cloth back. 105 copies printed for 
Collectors’ Bookshop at The Spiral Press, New York, 1942. 


1711 
AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF “THE SPECTATOR’ together with the 
story of the famous English periodical and of its founders, 
Joseph Addison and Richard Steele, by Eric Partridge. 68 pp. 
13% x 8%, marbled boards with tan cloth back. 455 copies 
printed for ‘The Book Club of California at the Grabhorn 
Press, San Francisco, 1939. 


1734 
CHARLES F. HEARTMAN PRESENTS JOHN PETER ZENGER AND HIS 


FIGHT FOR THE FREEDOM OF THE AMERICAN PRESS. ‘Together 
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with a genuine specimen of the New York Weekly Journal, 
printed by John Peter Zenger. 70 pp. 13% x 8%, marbled 
boards. gg copies printed for Harry B. Weiss, Highland Park, 
New Jersey, at the Walpole Printing Office, 1934. 


1745 


54. CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. Reproduced in facsimile from the 
edition printed in Philadelphia in 1735 by Benjamin Frank- 
lin, together with a foreword by Carl Van Doren. With an 
original leaf from the Benjamin Franklin edition of the 
Church of Scotland Prayer Book, Philadelphia, 1745. 48 pp. 
9 x 6%, green cloth boards. Eight of the original leaves were 
half-titles and contain Franklin’s imprint. 250 copies printed 
for The Book Club of California at The Ward Ritchie Press, 
Los Angeles, 1939. 


1745-1782 
55. AN ORIGINAL LEAF FROM THE BIBLE OF THE REVOLUTION, and 
an essay concerning it by Robert E. Deardon Jr., and Douglas 
S. Watson. 48 pp. 10% x 7, blue boards with red niger back. 
515 copies of the Colonial edition, each with an original leaf 
from the Bible printed by Robert Aitken in 1782. Also 50 
copies of the Signers’ edition, and 15 editorial copies, each 
containing original leaves of both Old and New Testaments 
and an original leaf from The Confession of Faith printed and 
sold by B. Franklin, Philadelphia, 1745. Printed for John 
Howell by Edwin and Robert Grabhorn, San Francisco, 1930. 


1762 
56. JOHN BASKERVILLE, THE GRACIOUS INFIDEL, by Henry Evans. 
With an original leaf from The Poems and Plays of William 
Congreve printed by John Baskerville in 1762. 12 pp. 
10% x 8, in cream self-wrappers. 150 copies, ‘The Peregrine 
Press, San Francisco, 1953. 


1761-1702 
57. THE AITKEN BIBLE, AN ORIGINAL LEAF with an introduction by 
Edgar J. Goodspeed. 16 pp. 614 x 4, tan wrappers. 400 copies 
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printed for Dawson’s Book Shop by Muir Dawson, Los 
Angeles, 1949. 


1786 
A FACSIMILE OF THE FIRST EDITION OF BURNS’S “‘POEMS’’ PUB- 
LISHED AT KILMARNOCK IN 1786. With a genuine leaf of the 
original edition preserved in a separate folder. Facsimile, 
244. pp. 948 x 578, gray paper wrappers. The two enclosed 
in a gray cardboard slipcase. John Smith & Son, Glasgow, 


1927. 


1787 

THE MIRACLE OF THE ANCHOR, a page from California’s past 
as a Christmas greeting from Mai, ‘Tom and Douglas Watson. 
With a leaf from Relacion Historica de la Viday Apostolicas Tareas 
del Venerable Padre Fray Funipero Serra . . . written by Padre 
Francisco Palou, and printed in Mexico City by Don Felipe 
de Zunigo y Ontiveros in 1787. 16 pp. 1034 x 7, green wrap- 
pers. 43 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press, San Fran- 
CISCO, 1930. 


1787 
AN ORIGINAL LEAF FROM FRANCISCO PALOU’S LIFE OF THE 
VENERABLE FATHER JUNIPERO SERRA, 1787. Essay by David 
Magee. 28 pp. 1544 x 10, cream paper wrappers. 177 copies 
printed for ‘The Roxburghe Club of San Francisco and The 
Zamorano Club of Los Angeles at the Grabhorn Press, San 
Francisco, 1958. 


18th century 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF JAPANESE COLOR PRINTS AND THEIR DE- 
SIGNERS. Delivered before the members of the Roxburghe 
Club of San Francisco, Monday evening April 4, 1938, by 
Edwin Grabhorn. With three original prints, two of which are 
illustrations: 1, woodcut by Nishikawa Sukenobu, 1674-1754; 
2, color print by Kitao Masanobu (fifty humorous poems, 
1786). 24 pp. 1634 x 1134, in either black or gray boards 
with brick linen back. 50 copies printed by the Grabhorn 
Press, San Francisco, 1938. 
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1802-1816 

ALBUM DE REDOUTE, with 25 facsimile colour plates from the 
edition of 1824 and a new Redoute bibliography, by Sach- 
everel Sitwell and Roger Madol. 32 pp. 2034 x 1334, plus 24 
facsimile plates. 2000 unnumbered copies and 250 numbered 
copies. Of the latter, the first 25 contain an original Redoute 
plate from Les Liliacees (1802-1816), and are bound in a gold 
and white figured paper, with vellum back. Collins, London, 
ont: 


1845-1919 
THE DANIEL PRESS, MEMORIAL OF C. H. O. DANIEL, WITH A 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE PRESS, 1845-1919. 500 copies. Also 60 
copies printed on handmade paper, with extra illustrations 
and some original leaves of the Daniel Press. 260 pp. 1014 x 
634, green boards with vellum back. Printed on the Daniel 
Press in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 1921. 


1855 
SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS IN CALIFORNIA, by William Heath Davis. 


464 pp. 10x 7, green cloth boards. 2250 copies, of which 150 
special copies contain original pages from early California 
publications. (The copy noted contains pages from The An- 
nals of San Francisco 1855, Phoenixtana 1855, and the Pioneer 
Magazine 1855.) Printed for John Howell, San Francisco, at 
the Lakeside Press, R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company, 
Chicago, 1920. 


1865 
THE FELICITIES OF BOOK COLLECTING, by William P. Barlow 
Jr., with an original leaf from Der Koran, Bielefeld, 1865, 24 
pp. 10x 6%, gray boards. ‘“‘A moderate number of copies,” 
The Nova Press, Piedmont, 1958. 


1876-1899 
JESUIT MISSION PRESSES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. A History 
and Bibliography of Imprints 1876-1899, by Wilfred P. 
Schoenberg, S. J. go pp. 10x 6%, red cloth boards. Regular 
edition, 747 copies, each containing one original imprint. 
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Special edition, 57 copies, each containing 6 imprints. 804 
copies designed and printed for the Champoeg Press by Law- 
ton Kennedy, San Francisco, 1957. 


1893-1929 

THE MERRYMOUNT PRESS OF BOSTON, AN ACCOUNT OF THE WORK 
OF DANIEL BERKELEY UPDIKE, by George Parker Winship, with 
a list of one hundred and fifty Merrymount Press books, 
1893-1929. 350 copies. ‘The special deluxe edition is limited 
to 30 copies, each with four original leaves from Merry- 
mount Press books. 56 pp. plus 60 plates, 1134 x 734, blue 
boards with vellum back. Printed for Herbert Reichner, 
Vienna, 1929. 


1896 
A LEAF FROM THE KELMSCOTT CHAUCER, together with a mono- 
graph by Carl Purington Rollins. 8 pp. 1634 x 11, in a tan 
linen portfolio. 150 copies printed for Philip CG. Duschnes by 
the Walpole Printing Office, New York, 1941. 


1901-1916 

COBDEN-SANDERSON AND THE DOVES PRESS. [he History of the 
Press and the Story of its Types told by Alfred W. Pollard, 
The Character of the Man set forth by his faithful scribe 
Edward Johnston, with The Ideal Book or Book Beautiful by 
Thomas James Cobden-Sanderson, and a list of the Doves 
Press printings. 72 pp. 1234 x 81%, full vellum. Inserted in 
each copy is a leaf of Doves Press printing, 27 of which are 
vellum. 339 copies printed by John Henry Nash, San Fran- 
CISCO, 1929. 


1926-1929 
A GROUP OF SPECIMEN PAGES FROM BOOKS PRINTED BY THE 
GRABHORN PRESS. Assembled for members of the Zamorano 
Club, October, 1929. 24 pp. 15 x 10, gray machine made 
paper, unbound. 15 mounted specimen sheets. Approxi- 
mately 30 copies, (Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1929). 
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1928-1931 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE GRABHORN PRESS, 1915-1940, by Elinor 
Raas Heller and David Magee. With eight original leaves 
from books printed between 1928 and 1931. 254 pp. 14x 10, 
tan cloth boards with kid leather back. 210 copies printed at 
the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1940. 


1928-1940 

A GRAB(HORN) BAG, ORIGINAL PAGES FOUND BY EXCAVATORS 
AT 642 COMMERCIAL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO. A green marbled 
board portfolio consisting of a four-page note (11 x 8) en- 
titled ‘‘Pages from various books printed at The Grabhorn 
Press, San Francisco, 1928-1940” and a selection (usually 15) 
of original leaves from various Grabhorn books. 200 copies 
printed at the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1941. 


1929-1932 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE GRABHORN PRESS, by Gregg Anderson. 
70 copies of which 30 are for sale. ‘The 30 copies for sale bear 
title-page imprint: Los Angeles, The Primavera Press, 1935. 
The 40 privately printed copies contain 2 original leaves from 
‘The Plantin-Moretus Museum” of 1929 and 4 original 
leaves from “‘A Lytell Geste of Robyn Hode and His Meiny”’ 
of 1932. 32 pp. 9% x 5%, gray boards with gray linen 
spine. Meriden, Connecticut, 1935. 


1936-1940 
SPECIMENS OF WORK BY THE GRABHORN PRESS, Edwin and 
Robert Grabhorn, San Francisco. 8 pp. 15 x 10, brown paper, 
unbound. 3 mounted specimen sheets. 25 copies prepared for 
members of the Rounce and Coffin Club by Gregg Anderson, 
(Los Angeles, 1940). 


1942-1956 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE GRABHORN PRESS, by Dorothy and 
David Magee, 1940-1956. With six single leaves, two double 
leaves and one signature from books printed between 1942 
and 1956. 168 pp. 14.x 10, brown and white boards with red 
leather back. 225 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, San 
Francisco, 1957. 
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SSM, 

76. COLOGNE CHRONICLE. Double leaf from the Cologne Chronicle 
printed in 1499, together with a facsimile of three pages from 
the same book. 4 pages, in a black folder, 13 x 10. Presented 
by Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach at a dinner meeting of The 
Colophon (1932?). 


1923 764,939 
777. ASHENDENE PRESS, ORIGINAL UNBOUND SHEETS, 1923-1935. 
Descriptive notes by Glen Dawson, single leaf, 1658 x 1134, 
printed for Dawson’s Book Shop by W. M. Cheney, Los 
Angeles, 1961, together with six original unbound sheets in 
a cloth portfolio (various colors). 17 sets, 7 of which have 
unfolded sheets contained in a portfolio 2338 x 1534, 10 of 
which have folded sheets contained in a portfolio 1774 x 1234. 


Collecting California Fiction 


By john Swingle* 


OR the collector, California Fiction is an exciting field. 

New, its limits not established by any canon or bibliog- 

raphy, it attracts the adventurous. Mallory, it is often said, 
when asked why he climbed Everest, replied, “Because it is 
there.’’ Collecting California Fiction, one has to make the moun- 
tain itself and then climb it. (And if some think the mountain 
made from a molehill, that is their privilege; it will deter no true 
collector.) The range is large, the collector can determine his 
own ascent. One could collect the California Fiction of a place, 
of San Francisco, Santa Barbara, San Diego County; or Califor- 


*John Swingle has probably the most extensive collection of California Fiction 
published before 1900 in private hands. He is working on a bibliography and would 
be gratified to hear of copies of unusual works (or of unusual copies of any works) 
to be included. 
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nia Fiction portraying an era or event, such as the California 
of the Spanish and Mexican or of the Gold Rush. Only the 
most hardy would attempt to collect California Fiction by theme, 
but it could be done with great effect. 

It is a field that does not require a long purse. Many of the 
titles are found on the 25¢ stands; and probably over one hundred 
titles, all published before 1900, could be found for under $5 
apiece. Some books the collector will find immediately; and one 
week of book hunting in San Francisco and Oakland would, at 
present, turn up between fifty and seventy-five titles, a respect- 
able beginning certainly. If the collector, however, demanded 
mint condition, as perhaps he should, the number would drop 
to a fourth or a fifth of that, for, to tell the truth, few people have 
collected California Fiction even desultorily; and, in general, 
booksellers make no great effort to acquire it. Perhaps a hundred 
titles would be priced, at present, somewhere between $5 and 
$50, and many of these would be much easier to find in fine con- 
dition than titles priced below that. When we consider California 
Fiction priced above $50 we are already in the field of scarcity 
and rarity. In hardly any other field of collecting can one reach 
this plateau so quickly from a financial point of view. And Cali- 
fornia Fiction’s greatest rarities do not compare, in price, with 
the great rarities in other fields of collecting. 

Every collector has the right, and some would say the duty, to 
define his own collection. In mine, California Fiction includes all 
novels and separately published short stories in which California 
figures significantly or in which California is the locale, published 
anywhere, before 1goo. (The exact date is arbitrary and the year 
1900 was chosen because it seems generally acceptable as mean- 
ingless. Yet, roughly, it was after 1900 that the flood gates of 
“synthetic”? California fiction opened and it was after 1900 that 
California Fiction began to lose much of its early distinctive 
flavor.) Before 1900, the collecting of everything published has 
merit, or so it seems to me, while after that date the collector will 
probably wish to be selective. 

There is one great subsidiary right in an earlier collection: the 
pursuit of the reality in the fiction. Let us consider The Golden 
Butterfly by Walter Besant and James Rice, London, n.d. [1877]. 
In the Quarterly of the Society of Caltfornia Pioneers, Volume III, 
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Number 4, San Francisco, 1926, “Memoir of Andrew S. Church,” 
this paragraph came to eye: 


In July the water getting still lower, the miners began 
moving to the river diggings. I shouldered by rifle, after 
securing the fly of the tent, and started early one morning 
for Wood’s Creek to visit my friend Barstow. The trail led to 
a divide which separated Maxwell’s from Moccasin Creek. 
Pino Blanco stands a nearby sentinel to guide prospectors 
for many miles around and on the plateau were seen the 
handsome log cabins built by the hardy Maine lumbermen 
the preceding winter before they discovered and moved to 
the rich placers of Big Oak Flat. On a trip to the Yosemite 
twenty years afterward I saw the deserted cabins still stand- 
ing intact, and... when speaking to Mr. Rice (a partner of 
the Besants in London) of California and its deserted mining 
towns, he took down a description of the Moccasin Creek 
cabins and used it in his romance of the Golden Butterfly. 


The Preface to the book says: ‘““The Golden Butterfly which 
gives a name to this novel was seen by an English traveller, two 
years ago, preserved as a curiosity in a mining city near Sacra- 
mento, where it probably still remains.’’ Described as delicately 
wrought by Nature, of two thin wings of gold and a body of 
quaintly-marked quartz, this Golden Butterfly symbolizes the 
chase for the elusive factual sources of California Fiction. Some- 
day, a contemporary account which mentions the Golden Butter- 
fly may be discovered, or, miracle, the Golden Butterfly itself. 

From the very beginning from what seems to be the first work 
of California Fiction—Frederick Marrayat’s Narrative of Travels 
and Adventures of Monsieur Violet in California, Sonora and Western 
Texas, London, 1843—until the end of the century, one finds 
contemporary printed accounts used shamelessly by writers of 
California Fiction. One can literally make a catalogue of the 
works which served authors of California Fiction as the factual, 
and it must be admitted that it is with a feeling of triumph that a 
new source is added to the catalogue. As many of these are found, 
so many elude discovery. But when the style of the author changes, 
when we get bit chunks of material seemingly copied verbatim 
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into a novel, we may guess at the existence of a contemporary 
printed or manuscript account which he has plagiarized. 

Beyond identification comes consideration of the use which the 
author has made of the sources. In this aspect alone one wonders 
at the diversity of view, and a continuing subtitle for most Cali- 
fornia Fiction could well be, ‘““They Saw The Elephant.” 

Of course, many authors were a part of the life they recorded 
in fiction, and the biographical search begins. But sometimes men 
are more difficult to find than Golden Butterflies, and it is ex- 
asperating to know no more of an author’s California life than 
what an entry in a San Francisco or Sacramento directory tells. 
Other authors, of course, have written factually on California, 
have corresponded voluminously or have even left a diary. ‘The 
anonymous and pseudonymous works are usually great puzzlers. 

Every directory, every “‘mug-book,” some court cases and 
many newspaper files may reveal something of an author. Even 
those authors who, we think, never came to California may turn 
up on a passenger list. For all authors, biographical information 
is part of the collector’s search. Sometimes in the circle of friends 
of an author far from the scene of the story, we can spot a Cali- 
fornia acquaintance. Californians have always liked to talk of 
their movements in the great world, and an obscure little memoir 
may be counted on to mention all meetings with American and 
English authors of any distinction (and even of no distinction). 

Biographical knowledge is important, too, to inform the story. 
To read one of the prizes of California Fiction, Yellowbird’s 
Murieta, without knowing of John R. Ridge’s connection with the 
Cherokee Nation is to miss much. And so it is with many. 

Naturally, we must remember that when an author stepped 
out of character to say that he had himself witnessed the events of 
the story, he might have been trying desperately to shore up his 
enterprize rather than be telling the literal truth. And it was just 
as easy—actually easier—for a good Californian, living in San 
Francisco, to have access to someone else’s printed account for 
his factual source than it would for an author living in London or 
Paris. Caveat Researcher. 

We should remember, too, the times in which the author 
lived, especially if his story is set in the past, for he will be 
affected. One could collect nothing but California Fiction which 


87 


The Book Club of California 


portrayed the Mexican in California and have a shelf of perhaps 
a hundred titles, which would offer everything from the “dirty 
greaser’ to the distinguished and romantic don, to the lovable 
lazy paisano. 

But when we have examined the possible sources, the author’s 
life, and his times, the books remain. And that, as collectors is our 
main concern. The books themselves, however, are somewhat 
elusive. The collector must really make up his own finding list. 
There is no adequate bibliography of California Fiction, al- 
though many titles are listed in the authorities below: 


(1) CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT, CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY. “‘Fic- 
tion in the State Library having a California Coloring,” in 
News Notes of California Libraries, Volume 21, Number 2, 
April 1926, pages 101-127. This is an excellent, annotated 
list of some 455 titles, of which 148 were published before 
1900. No place of publication is given and there is no identi- 
fication of edition, but it is a valuable source and a good 
introduction to some interesting titles. 

(2) COWAN, ROBERT E. AND COWAN, ROBERT G. A Bibliography of 

the Fistory of California 1510-1930, San Francisco, 1933. This 

gives correct bibliographical information on the California 

Fiction listed, but does not list many titles. It is a valuable 

source if the title is listed, but it cannot be used as a finding 

list. 

CUMMINS, ELLA STERLING. The Story of the Files. |San Francisco], 

1893. 8vo. 460 pp. This work contains more biographical 

information on more authors of California Fiction than any 

other source. It is a very valuable book for the collector. 

GREENWOOD, ROBERT, editor. California Imprints, 1833-1862: 

A Bibliography. Compiled by June Suzuki, Marjorie Pulliam, 

and edited by Robert Greenwood, Los Gatos, 1961. ‘This 

monumental work will be a basic source for all works of 

California Fiction printed in California during the period it 

covers. It will be hard to find any, ‘‘not in Greenwood.” 

But Greenwood is not a finding list. 

(5) HINKEL, EDGAR J., editor. Bibliography of California Fiction, 
Poetry, Drama. Oakland, 1938, Volume One, Fiction, 4to. 
Mimeographed. x,1-447a. This contains basic biographical 
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data on many authors, and contains a great number of titles, 
of which by far the greater proportion were published after 
1900. This is the most complete list of California Fiction 
published; and the collector by consulting it can make up a 
very respectable finding list. It should be pointed out that 
there is no indication of edition and that no real bibliographi- 
cal information is given. It is a WPA publication and very 
scarce. 

(6) WRIGHT, LYLE H. American Fiction 1774-1850, San Marino, 
1957; American Fiction 1875-[In progress]. This is a basic 
source and, as the title says, a contribution toward a bibliog- 
raphy; but only a small proportion of the titles listed is Cali- 
fornia Fiction, of course. It is of some value as a finding list, 
as novels with a California scene are usually so identified. 


Much information is available at the Bancroft Library, Uni- 
versity of California, James D. Hart, Acting Director; California 
Section, California State Library, Allan R. Ottley, California 
Section Librarian; Henry E. Huntington Library, Carey S. Bliss, 
Assistant Curator of Rare Books; ‘The University Library, Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, Wilbur J. Smith, Head of 
Department of Special Collections. In California Fiction, one 
private individual is entitled, once more, to rank with these 
ereat institutional libraries, ‘Thomas W. Streeter of Morristown, 
New Jersey, who owns some of the great rarities of California 
Fiction, including the only copy known to me of the first work of 
California Fiction printed in California. 

Titles are found in catalogues of some California private 
collections and in some auction catalogues. Publishers’ catalogues 
of the period 1850 to 1g00 are very valuable but very tedious to 
use. Booksellers’ catalogues are important, especially those of 
Edward Eberstadt & Sons, and booksellers themselves are im- 
portant sources of information. Author bibliographies exist for 
some authors of California Fiction, and a few authors will be 
found in Jacob Blanck’s Bibliography of American Literature. Cali- 
fornia magazine and newspaper files are mines of information 
but usually the ore does not assay high enough to make the effort 
worth the collector’s while. 

The content of the works of California Fiction is as kalei- 
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doscopic as California itself, and there is probably no aspect of 
California life which is not found. 

On the title page, even when the theme was not Californian, 
it always read: ‘‘Ada N. Halstead of California’; and that in- 
teresting novel, I Swear, is by ‘‘Frank H. Powers of California.” 
Novels were advertised as California Fiction, and there is a 
colored poster of the 1880’s that proclaims: “A New CALI- 
FORNIA STORY For Sale Here.” Subtitles identifying the 
novel as a story of California are often encountered. And common 
is the comment that the novel is based on actual California Life, 
or that characters or locales are from the Real California. ‘The 
ultimate comes in those stories and novels which say they are not 
fiction at all but a truthful depiction of California, in which only 
the names have been changed. 

California always was self-conscious. ‘This is perhaps the domi- 
nant note of its history. From the self-consciousness of purpose of 
the Franciscans, of isolation of the Mexican Period, of the Ameri- 
can conquest’s ‘‘Manifest Destiny,’ to the piquant spectacle of 
Gold Rush miners disembarking and proceeding, as it were, to 
form pioneer associations on the wharves, California has been 
self-conscious. Even after statehood, geographical separation 
perpetuated this feeling, and its stamp lingered until the turn of 
the century. Some would say it still exists. This is one reason why 
California Fiction is so interesting. 

Another article at some later date might well discuss landmarks 
of California Fiction, but it is hoped that this general introduction 
will stimulate interest in this exciting field. For the collector who 
wishes, himself, to choose the books he will collect, California 
Fiction is a great challenge. The mountain zs there. 


Current Exhibit — The Artist and the Book 


THE CURRENT EXHIBIT at the Book Club, while entitled ““The Artist and the 
Book: 1900-1960,” is by no means meant to be a counterpart of the exhibit 
recently held at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, which was entitled “The 
Artist and the Book—1860—1960—in Western Europe and the United States.” 
It was inspired however by the larger exhibit, which attracted considerable 
attention among book people, particularly in the East, and which it is hoped will 
travel to San Francisco. Should it do so, then the current exhibit will be a 
preview. At least the current show is a miniature show. While there were over 
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300 items in the Boston Show, the Book Club is limited by space and can handle 
only about 30 items. According to Philip Hofer, who wrote the introduction to 
the excellent catalogue for the Boston exhibition, that exhibition was to show 
“primarily, what major artists of Western Europe and the United States have 
contributed in book form during the last hundred and, especially, the last 
sixty ‘explosive’ years.”? The Book Club exhibit is limited to these last sixty 
years. And the Exhibit Committee is particularly indebted to the following, who 
have loaned books for the exhibit: Stanford University Library, University of 
California Library, Warren Howell, Duncan Olmsted, Mrs. John I.Walter, David 
Magee, Edward Herrill, and Miss Eleanor Hesthal. 


New Sustaining Members 


‘THE FOLLOWING have changed from Regular Membership to Sustaining Mem- 
berships. The two classifications of membership above Regular Membership 
are Patron Memberships, $100.00 a year, and Sustaining Memberships, $25.00 
a year. 


Mr. C. WALLER BARRETT New York, N.Y. 
CHAPIN LIBRARY Williamstown, Mass. 
Mrs. Marte C. DEDAMPIERRE Carmel 

Mr. LAwReENCE H. LAZARUS San Francisco 

Miss ELEANOR McCLATCHY Sacramento 

Mr. Bupp ROSENBERG San Francisco 

Mr. SAM Bett WAKEFIELD, IIT Berkeley 


Mr. EpwARD G. ZELINSKY San Francisco 


Elected to Membership 


The following have been elected to membership since the publication of the last News-Letter: 


Member Address Sponsor 
Mrs. Jack Abrahamson Los Altos Joseph Bransten 
James E. Beard St. Helena Carroll Harris 
Mrs. Grace Sinclair Bodenhamer _ Berkeley Robert Bell 
Jules Bricken Hollywood Maxwell Hunley 


Lloyd A. Claggett 

Mark Cohen 

Mrs. John Cole 

Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Fuller, Jr. 
Martin Jackson 

Mr. & Mrs. James E. O’Brien 
Robert Prather 

John C. Spencer 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Varnhagen 
Mr. & Mrs. Hamilton von Breton 
Jack Zerikotes 


San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
La Jolla 
Hillsborough 
San Francisco 
Palo Alto 

San Geronimo 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Santa Barbara 
Redwood City 
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W. L. Wimberly 
Ann Jardine 
Constance Spencer 
Martin Mitau 
Kerwin Whitnah 
Martin Mitau 
Margo Biestman 
Ann Jardine 
Martin Mitau 
Henry Mayers 
Kerwin Whitnah 


The Book Club of California 
Fall Publication 


How AN AUTHOR began his literary career or how he came to write his first book 
are questions of perennial interest. My First Publication, the Club’s fall book, 
answers those queries about outstanding California authors in statements they 
themselves made over almost a century of local literature, ranging from Dana’s 
Two Years Before the Mast, issued in 1840, to Saroyan’s The Daring Young Man 
on the Flying Trapeze, printed in 1934. 

This anthology is an important first edition of California literature. It gathers 
together texts widely scattered and little known, and in some instances reprints 
them for the first time from obscure magazines. 

Seven of the authors write about their first publications, four about the 
beginnings of their literary careers in general. Some of them, like Dana and 
London, are sober and documentary; others, like Mark Twain and Wallace 
Irwin, are flip and amusing, giving almost as much freedom to their imagina- 
tions as they did in their completely creative compositions. 

Each of the eleven essays will have an introductory preface by James D. Hart, 
Professor of English at the University of California and former President of the 
Book Club. His introductions will provide a full commentary on those matters 
the authors themselves neglect about their early literary accomplishments, and 
sometimes they will correct errors that the writers make in presenting what 
they recall about those beginnings. Professor Hart’s seven thousand words of 
text will furnish an important addition to our understanding of California 
literature. 

The book is being printed by Adrian Wilson in Bulmer and Cristal types. It 
will have 120 pages, size 634 x 10, and will be bound in decorative boards 
with cloth spine. David Stone Martin, one of America’s leading illustrators, has 
contributed interpretive drawings of each of the authors at the approximate 
age of his initiation into print. Reproductions of representative pages from the 
original publications will be tipped in. 

The price of the book will be approximately $13.50, and the publication date 
will be around the first of October. 


Serendipity 


OF GREAT IMPORTANCE to those concerned with beautiful books is the amazing 
catalogue The Artist and the Book: 1860-1960, issued jointly by the Boston Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts and Harvard College Library on the occasion of an extensive 
and elaborate exhibition of books embellished by original graphic work by 
major artists in Western Europe and the United States. Philip Hofer of the 
Library, perhaps the most erudite American in this field, has written the 
introduction. This large quarto of 232 pages contains on almost every page 
reproductions of the work of major painters and sculptors to show their con- 
tributions to the art of the book. 

Mr. Hofer tells us elsewhere that ““One of the most remarkable aesthetic 
phenomena of the past fifty years on the continent of Europe is the rise of the 
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book to a major role in contemporary artistic expression. This movement began 
in France during the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century under the aegis of 
such distinguished artists as Manet, Bonnard, and Toulouse-Lautrec. But it 
received its greatest impetus from a few daring French publishers— notably 
Ambroise Vollard and Henry Kahnweiler—in the first quarter of this century. 
For they succeeded in converting the artistic leaders of the ‘School of Paris’ 
to a deep interest in what had previously somewhat derogatorily been termed 
‘book illustration’. In so doing they also changed the whole course of French de 
luxe book production. This innovation became a revolution, almost an ex- 
plosion.” 

Copies of the exhibition catalogue may be had from Harvard College 
Library or your book dealer at $8.00 to $10.00. 


Aurelia Henry Reinhardt: Portrait of a Whole Woman, by George Hadley, printed by 
Lawton Kennedy, will be published by Mills College in October. Written with 
a sense of style fully worthy of its celebrated subject, this full-length biography 
of the woman who served as President of Mills College from 1916 until 1943 will 
add a significant chapter to the history of higher education in California. ‘The 
author, Dr. George Hedley, is Chaplain of Mills College, having joined its 
faculty in 1940 at Mrs, Reinhardt’s invitation. The book may be ordered 
through the Mills College Bookshop, Oakland 13, California. Pre-publication 
price: $10.95 (plus 4% tax in California); after October 20: $12.95 plus tax. 


As AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE of the book work of master French artists, Lewis 
& Dorothy Allen of The Allen Press (Kentfield, California) are at work on a 
highly limited de luxe folio edition illustrated by lithographs by Picasso, line- 
drawings by Fernand Léger, etchings by Yves Tanguy, and wood engravings 
by Jean Arp.The text consists of the first English translation of four long poems 
by the great French poet, Yvan Goll. The book is being produced entirely by 
hand. The Allens have just returned from Paris, where they spent considerable 
time arranging the preliminary details for this unusual volume, which they 
expect to complete early in 1962. 


MILLS COLLEGE LIBRARY has come into possession of the remaining stock of the 
Eucalyptus Press. The late Rosalind A. Keep operated the Press for many years 
as an adjunct of the College, and several of her publications were honored by 
inclusion in the Rounce & Coffin Exhibitions of Western Books. She also 
printed a number of Keepsakes for the Book Club. 

The Mills College Library has multiple copies of several titles, including the 
Bibliography of the Press by Helen Blasdale. Anyone interested in purchasing 
items from this stock should direct inquiries to Miss Elizabeth Reynolds, 
Librarian, Mills College, Oakland 13. 


Catalogue 33, a large and handsome quarto profusely illustrated, was issued 
recently by John Howell Books of San Francisco. This is our idea of what a 
book catalogue should be—especially when there are many treasures to offer 
the collector. It was compiled by John Swingle and expertly designed and 
printed by Lawton Kennedy. 
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Grabhorn Press Catalogue 
1917-1960 


This long-expected catalogue of Grabhorn books is finally off the press. It has 
taken some five years to assemble this collection of nearly 500 items, and while 
it does not contain every item printed at the Press it lists around 80 per cent of 
the total. We hope you may find it a useful bibliographical tool. 

The catalogue is a handsome quarto volume of 80 pages, printed (naturally) 
at the Grabhorn Press. 350 copies in wrappers will be for sale at $3.50, post- 
paid (plus California sales tax where applicable). 

Also a special de luxe edition of 250 copies of which 225 will be for sale. 
This will be in cloth-backed boards and will contain twelve reproductions of 
original photographs by Marjory Farquhar of the Grabhorns at work. Price: 
$15.00, postpaid (plus California sales tax where applicable). 


DAVID MAGEE BOOK SHOP 
442 Post Street, San Francisco 2, California 





ON THE OPE NING of the WEST 


From the creative and editorially capable pens of LeRoy R. Hafen and 
Ann W. Hafen, come these recent productions, in attractive format and 
substantial binding, and issued in limited editions: 


HANDCARTS TO ZION—a Unique Migration, 1856-1860. Map 
and illustrations. Color frontispiece. Pioneers Edition. $4.95 
FREMONT’S FOURTH EXPEDITION—the Disaster of 1848-18409. 
Diaries of the Kerns and others. Map and illustrations. $12.00 
JOURNALS OF FORTY-NINERS—Salt Lake to Los Angeles. 
Diaries and contemporary records. Map and illustrations. $10.50 
OLD SPANISH TRAIL—Santa Fe to Los Angeles. With Diaries of 
Armijo and Orville Pratt. Color map and illustrations. $11.50 
ALSO—by JUANITA BROOKS —to be published shortly: 
JOHN DOYLE LEE—Zealot, Pioneer Builder, Scapegoat. Maps 
and illustrations. 400 pp. A splendid biography by the author of 
‘*“The Mountain Meadows Massacre.” $9.50 


Prices are prepaid California residents add Sales tax, 4% 
THE ARTHUR H. CLARK COMPANY 
1264 So. Central Ave., Glendale 4, Calif. CHapman 5-9119 








Sohn Howell — Books 


ESTABLISHED BY JOHN HOWELL IN IQI2 


OWNER: WARREN R. HOWELL 
434 Post Street, San Francisco 2, California 
Cable Address: Bookman, San Francisco 


Telephone: Sutter 1- 7795 





Flerbert West, Bookseller 


MODERN FIRST EDITIONS PRESS BOOKS 


Send for Catalogue 17 


Purchases made in Great Britain and the United States, June 1961 


WESTHOLM ‘PUBLICATIONS 
HERE’S TO TOGETHERNESS by Herbert F. West, 1961. $4.00 


A satire on the future American college. Limited to 1000 signed copies. 


FLAMES OF LIFE by William J. Bryant. $7.50 
Sixty short essays with sixty color plates. 


BOX 82 : HANOVER - NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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CATALOGUES ISSUED LIBRARIES PURCHASED 


The Ffolmes Book Company 


ESTABLISHED 1894 


Main Store: 274 - 14th Street, Oakland 12, TWinoaks 3-6860 
Also in Oakland: 1722 Broadway, Oakland 12, HIgate 4-0792 
San Francisco Store: 22 Third Street, San Francisco 3, DOuglas 2-3283 
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